		
Proceedings of the County Board of Gallatin County, IL

STATE OF ILLINOIS        )
                                               )SS
COUNTY OF GALLATIN )

The members of the County Board in and for the County of Gallatin, State of Illinois, met at the courthouse in Shawneetown, Illinois on Thursday, February 19th, 2026 at 6:30 p.m. for a regular meeting.

Roll Call Present:  Andrew Lunsford, Chairman; Gary Vickery, Vice Chairman; Terry Schmitt; Randy Drone; Warren Rollman

Absent: None

Others; Kate Rollman, Eric Witges, Kallista Jones (Probation), Cole Baker (Coroner), Jami Crest, David Crest, Lori Hise(Assessor), Marty Wooden (EMA), Douglas Dyhkopp(States Attorney), Justin Hastie, David Barker(Treasurer)

Attest:  Pamela Duvall, County Clerk and Recorder

Chairman Andrew Lunsford called the meeting to order. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

Motion #1 by Warren Rollman, seconded by Randy Drone to approve the minutes of the January 15th, 2026 meeting.  Motion carried. Aye- 5 Nay- 0

The Financial Report was given by David Barker, County Treasurer.  He reported the County Corporate Fund had an ending balance of $1,051,420.68  for the month ending January 31th, 2026.  Receipts total for the month of January was $313,650.09 and expenditures in the amount of $241,073.49.

Motion #2 by Randy Drone  and seconded by Gary Vickery to accept the Financial Report for the month ending, January 31, 2026. Roll Call Vote. Motion Carried. 5-0

Motion #3 by Gary Vickery and seconded by Terry Schmitt to pay the bills as presented. Roll Call Vote. Motion Carried. 5-0.

Motion #4 by Randy Drone seconded by Terry Schmitt to pay Road and Bridge bills. Roll Call Vote. Motion Carried. 5-0

In Old Business:
Justin Hastie, County Engineer addressed the board about:

22-00086-00-BR- The Peabody Haul Road Bridge Replacement design is 95% complete. Still held up with the State Historic Preservation office, in the 30-day comment period. 

23-09127-00-BR: Ridgway Township Bridge revised plans to change from bridge to double culvert. This will increase waterway opening with no change to existing road height. ROW documentation preparation and review. 

23-01119-00-BR: Asbury Township Bridge- Downen Road Received IDOT Approval of Preliminary Bridge Design and Hydraulic report. ROW documentation preparation and review. 

25-00091-00-SD: Shawneetown New Haven Blacktop- Safety Shoulders expedite design engineering in anticipation of potential election year funding opportunity. Scheduled for FY2028. Target is to have plans complete by May 1st. 

In New Business: 

EMA director Marty Wooden address the fire call on the river where several Gallatin County fire departments were called out to the river for  a search.  The Coast Guard received a distress call from the river multiple departments from Kentucky and Illinois responded canvassed the river and found nothing. 
Christine from the National Weather Service designated a room in the basement of the courthouse as a Tornado Safety Shelter. She also suggested getting a weather radio and in the event of severe weather. It was also mentioned getting portable radios and program in EMS and other channels. The cost of 1 radio is around $699.00.
This coming Saturday 2/21/26 the school is hosting a 1st responders training. 
FEMA has allotted no funding for the FY25, they said to ensure SAMS and GATA were renewed and any audits were addressed for future funding. 
IESMA had an agreement with us that expired in 2018, Marty is working to updated the past agreement with hopes to implement in the future. 
For the MPG Grant we received two checks one was around $1,800. 
Marty contacted NovaCom to renew licensing to keep our current radio frequencies for EMA, and Fire Departments of the county.  


Motion#5 by Randy Drone, seconded by Terry Schmitt to approve Resolution Urging the State of Illinois to opt into the Federal Scholarship Tax Credit Program. Roll Call Vote. Motion Carried. 5-0.

Motion #6 by Terry Schmitt seconded by Gary Vickery to approve Workplace Safety Program. Motion Carried. Roll Call 5-0

Kevin Fear with AirMedCare addressed the board on two plans they could offer to employees. One plan is a Census plan- county pays for so many years and it covers anyone employed. Second is employee pays and it is a payroll deduction. The board decided to do the payroll deduction. 

The button for the front door will be installed next week. It will operate off of WIFI. 

STAR Bond Program information was provided to the board.

Pamela Duvall discussed an upcoming IMRF audit, it will be free to the county and IMRF does the audit in house. IMRF is hoping to have it done this coming spring. 

Motion #7 tabled until next meeting
 
Motion #8 by Randy Drone, seconded by Terry Schmitt to approve Contingency request to pay Botsch & Associates, CPA’s LLC for QuickBooks bookkeeping, audit and other guidance for the county clerk personnel. Roll Call Vote. Motion carried. 5-0.

Motion #9 by Randy Drone, seconded by Gary Vickey approval to pay NovaCom $954.99 to pay for the Coroner Vehicle to be digitized from Contingency.  Motion Carried. Roll Call Vote. 5-0.

Motion #10 by Randy Drone, seconded by Terry Schmitt to Approve the Ordinance to Amend Budget for Expense Line Item 150-Probation Office from Contingency. New line item will be titled Mileage/Travel. Motion Carried. Roll Call Vote. 5-0.

Motion to adjourn made by Randy Drone. Motion Carried. Ayes 5-Nay 0.
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